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Portrait of Girolamo Savonarola by Fra Bartolomeo, artist. Museo Nazionale 
di San Marco 


Fra. Girolamo Savonarola’s image is the logo for this Substack. In 1495 his 
bonfire of the vanities included books, paintings, and musical instruments. 
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Girolamo Savonarola's statue in Bologna 


The city of Ebla was set on fire by Akkadian invaders in 2300 BC, razing its 
royal palace and burning thousands of texts in the kingdom’s library. This 
seems to be the oldest library destruction of which we know. 
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The preservation and annihilation of books, ideas, and free expression is the 
topic of this Substack. 
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Martines, L (2006). Fire in the City: Savonarola and the Struggle for 
the Soul of Renaissance Florence. Oxford University Press. [Girolamo 
Savonarola (1452-1498), born in Ferrara. Inspired by an aversion for 
worldly things, and the highest religious ideals, he condemned first 
the corrupt way of life of Florence then the church hierarchy in Rome. 
Ignoring numerous reprimands and contemptuous of danger, he was 
condemned to death: together with his fellow friars, Domenico da 
Pescia and Silvestro Maruffi, he was hanged and burnt in Piazza 
Signoria on 23 May 1498. ] 
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